Hear Ye, Hear Ye

by Olin Bare

Augusta Archers

Hear Ye, Hear Ye all those who want to learn more about traditional archery. 
On June 26th, as a public service, Augusta Archers and I will co-host a fun day of traditional archery classes and instruction. The goals of the event are to pass along traditional skills and to boost the family sport of archery. The scheduled events will also help the VBA membership by giving insights into the history of archery.
Archery is a fun and economical sport that can also tie families together. The cost can be minimal if you make your own bow string and arrows and, if you can hit your mark, you can put food on the table!

The day will combine target archery practice with instruction in Flemish string making, bow shooting and arrow building. I have been a VBA member for years and will organize the day thanks to the willingness of Augusta Archers to open their facility for this event.   

Flemish string making will begin at 10 AM to start the day. Participants will make a two-color Dacron string for his/her long or recurve bow without the use of modern jigs. There is a fee of five dollars to cover the expense of materials. The class will last two hours.
At 12:30 PM, there will be bow shooting instruction and bow shooting with an emphasis on wooden arrow shafts, metal points and feather fletching. Archery equipment will be inspected for safety.
The final event begins at 2:30 PM when we will make traditional arrows without the use of modern jigs. We will taper a wooden shaft, apply a self or plastic nock, fletch with feathers that are wrapped on with thread, and end with the application of a metal point. Five dollars will cover expenses of shaft, feathers, nocks, points and glue. The class will last two hours.
Classes are open to all who wish to expand their knowledge and skills. Individuals can participate in all the classes or select the ones that interest them the most. Children six and up must be accompanied by a parent. There is no pre-registration. Just show up and prepare to have a good time!

(Editor’s note:  Olin Bare is a member of the VBA, IBO, and is an Archery Marshal for the Society for Creative Anachronism.  The event he discusses is part of the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities Folk Life Master and Apprentice Program.)

